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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bridgend  Urban  District  Conncil. 
(tENTLEMEN, 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1890,  and  to  lay 
))efore  you  the  usual  Tables  of  vital  statistics. 

The  district  comprises  an  area  of  629  acres,  the  density  of 
population  10  26  per  acre. 

The  Population. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  been  estimated  at  6,458,  and 
it  is  on  this  estimate  that  statistical  returns  have  been  constructed. 

The  somewhat  sudden  increase  of  building  operations  during 
the  last  few  years  has  rendered  basing  the  estimate  on  the  mean 
annual  increment  of  the  decennial  period  inapplicable.  According 
to  the  census  of  1891  the  proportionate  number  of  occuuants  of 
each  house  was  5-20.  The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  has, 
therefore  been  multiplied  by  5*20,  and  this  gives  an  estimated 
population  for  1896  of  6,458. 


HOUSES  OCCUPIED  &c.  IN  THE  PARISHES. 


Parishes 

Occupied 

Vacant 

Building 

Totals 

Popu¬ 

lation 

( >klcastle 

930 

31 

•  • 

961 

4836 

Newcastle 

312 

1 

•  • 

313 

1622 

Totals 

1242 

32 

-  • 

1274 

6458 

Births. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  186  ;  of  these  107 
were  males,  and  79  females. 


The  four  births  in  the  Workhouse  are  included  in  the  above 
return.  Males  2,  Females  2. 

The  birth  rate  was  28 ‘8  ijer  1.000  living,  as  compared  with  29‘7, 
the  rate  of  England  and  Wales. 

Table  1.  shows  the  population,  the  births,  the  deaths,  and  the 
excess  of  Ihrths  over  deaths  annually.  ' 

TABLE  I. 


Y  ear 

Population 

Biiths 

Deaths 

Excess  of 
Deaths 

Excess  of 
Births 

1890 

4350 

140 

104 

Nil 

36 

1891 

4896 

145 

129 

>1* 

16 

1892 

4896 

154 

92 

62 

1893 

5146 

165 

68 

5  ? 

97 

1894 

5426 

181 

87 

94 

1895 

6136 

2 14 

132 

«  * 

82 

1896  ^ 

6458 

186 

108 

78 

4 


Table  II.  shows  the  eoniparisoiis  of  births  ami  deaths  in  the 
district  in  successive  years. 

TABLE  II. 


Year. 

lliitlis. 

birlli 

ratf* 

per  1000 
living. 

1  /eatlis 
from  all 
cause's. 

1 

1 

Death 

rate 

pea-  ICOO 
living. 

1 

■ 

Zyiuotie. 

ileath 

Death  rate  umha-  1 
year  per  1000. 

rate  per 
1000 

Bridgend 

England 

anel 

AViiJe’S. 

1890 

140 

82-1 

104 

28-9 

8-4 

180 

1891 

145 

29-6 

129 

26-8 

0-8 

188-0 

150 

189-2 

154 

81-4 

92 

18-7 

1-4 

110-4 

149 

1898 

165 

82-0 

68 

18-2 

1-5 

189-8 

159 

1894 

181 

38-8 

87 

15-0 

0-9 

99-4 

187 

1895 

214 

84-8 

182 

21-5 

8-5 

172-8 

161 

1896 

186 

28-8 

108 

16-7 

1-0 

166-6 

148 

Means 

169-2 

81-7 

102-8 

19-8 

1*7 

137-7 

154 

Table  III.  shows  the  comparisons  of  births  and  deaths  in  the 
Parishes  of  Oldcastle  and  Newcastle  in  ISDH. 

TABLE  III. 


• 

Year  1 896 

Biiths 

Birth 

rate 

per  1000 

1  leaths 
from  all 
causes 

1 leath 
i-jitt? 

per  1000 

Zymotic 

1 )eath 
rate  per 
1000 

Death  i 
year 

Bridgeii 

( lldeastle . 

144 

29-7 

86 

17-7 

1-0 

166-6 

Newcastle  .... 

42 

25-8 

•)•) 

18-5 

1-2 

166-6 

District  . 

186 

28-8 

108 

16-7 

1-0 

166-6 

England 

and 


148 


Deaths. 

During  the  year  1896,  108  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district, 
of  these  61  were  males  and  4?  females.  The  exce.ss  of  births  over 
deaths  being  78. 

The  death  rate  was  equal  to  16.7  per  1,000  of  the  j)opulation,  as 
compared  with  ‘21*5  in  189a.  ; 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1896  was  17vl 

The  deaths  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  during  the  same 
period  were  7,  the  death  late  per  1,000  persons  living  was  1,  as 
compared  with  3 -5  in  1895. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1896  was  ^T8. 

At  the  Workhouse  15  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  of 
these  14  were  males  and  1  female.  The  excess  of  deaths  orer  births 
being  11. 

The  daily  average  number  of  inmates  was  105.  The  death  rate 
142*8  per  1,000.  The  15  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  among  an  average 
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daily  popnlation  of  105  are  iiielii'led  in  the  total  deaths  on  which  the 
mortality  rates  are  based. 

THE  BRIDGEND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres,  (520.  Density,  10  ^(J. 

1891.  1896. 

Population,  4, 890.  0,458  (estimated). 

Birth-rate,  28  8  ;  death-rate,  lO'T  :  Infant  death-rate,  106'G  ; 
Phthisis  death-rate.  15  ;  Respiratory  death-rate,  2  3. 


The  number  of  inquests  held  was  9. 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  were 

Under  one  year  . .  . .  31 

(One  yt'ar  and  under  live  years  . .  9 

Five  and  under  fifteen  years  . .  2 

Fifteen  and  under  twenty  five  years  8 
Twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  years  33 
Sixty-five  years  and  upwards  . .  25 


108 

Table  IV.  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  amongst  infants  under 


one  year  of  age. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  Doiitlis 

Deaths  under 

one  year 

Wlioopiug  Cough 

1 

1  )ianhoea 

1 

’luhereulosis 

o 

rrematurity 

») 

Congenital  Defects 

') 

1  liseases  of  the  Nervous  System 

,,  ,,  llespiratory  System 

«> 

») 

,,  Vascular  System 

1 

,,  ,,  Digestive  System  .  . 

4 

Total 

31 

Table  V.  shows  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  eacli  Parish 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  Y. 


Parishes 

Zymotic  Diseases 

CC 

ci 

o 

r/1 

•  pH 

PS 

o 

•  pH 

•  »-H 

a. 

Dietetic  Diseases  | 

Constitutional  | 

Diseases  j 

1  Developmental 
Diseases 

Local  Diseases  | 

Violence 

Ill-defined,  »fec. 

DTOl 

1  Death-rate  per 

1  1000 

<  )ldcastle  . .  . .  . .  •  • 

5 

4 

19 

10 

40 

8 

oc 

17-7 

Newcastle  ..  ..  •• 

2 

5 

3 

11 

1 

22 

13-5 

1  ^IstlTCt-  ••  ••  ••  •• 

7 

♦  • 

4 

24 

13 

51 

9 

108 

IG'7 

6 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  108  deaths  from  all  causes  included 

1  attributed  to  Small  Pox, 

2  ,,  ,,  Enteric  Fever. 

2  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough. 

2  ,,  Diarrhoea. 

During  the  year,  81  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  to 
me  by  Medical  Practitioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Disease  Notification  Act. 

Table  VI.  shows  the  number  of  cases  reported  under  the 
Notification  Act,  and  the  deaths  during  each  month  of  the  year  1800:  — 


TABLE  VI. 


1 

-Months. 

i 

1 

SinallTox 

1 

1 

S(;ailct 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Ery¬ 
sipelas.  1 

Tot 

al. 

•Sipn.?(I  ; 

1 

1  Cases. 

1  _ 

f 

•J} 

' 

i 

i  Deaths. 

1 

3D 

O 

3 

c 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

J. 

'J. 

J  iinuarv  . 

G 

.  . 

1 

i 

Fehruary . 

_ 

1 

2 

1(1 

.March . 

1 

5 

4 

3 

1 

13 

April  . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

May . 

,  , 

•  . 

0 

.) 

June . . 

,  , 

2 

.  . 

6 

1 

1 

9 

I  uly . 

4 

6 

1 

11 

August  . . . 

8 

3 

Ck 

September  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

October  . 

9 

3 

- 

Xoveml)er  . 

. 

4 

3 

i 

1  )eeember  . 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

Year  1S9«  . 

1 

21 

1 

32 

2 

23 

i) 

SI 

There  were  in  addition  to  the  above,  .1  death  from  Whooping 
Cough  in  March,  and  1  in  May, 

Also  1  death  from  Diarrhoea  in  May,  and  1  in  December.  These 
two  diseases  not  being  notified. 
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Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division  to  which  this  Return  relates. 

Areain  acres,  629.  Population  (1891),  4,896.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1896,  6,458. 

Death  Rates  '  per  1,000  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1896. 

i  Infant  (under  one  year  of  age),  166’66  per  1,000  Births  Registered. 


Xotifioation  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  district  since  May,  1898.  The  Bridgend  Small-pox  Hospital 

ii  \ised  by  the  Sick  of  the  District. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  infectious  diseases 
notified,  and  deaths  due  to  the  same  in  each  parish  : — 

TABLE  VII. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


Parishes. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

F  ever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Old  Castle . 

9 

22 

1 

19 

2 

New  Castle  . 

1 

12 

10 

1 

4 

3 

District  . 

1 

21 

32 

2 

23 

5 

In  addition  there  were  two  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  in 
Oldcastle,  and  2  from  Diarrhoea  in  Oldcastle. 


Small  Pox. 

1. — On  7th  January,  Elizabeth  Norton  living  in  an  un-licensed 
lodging  house,  Newcastle  Hill,  Bridgend,  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Small  Pox.  She  had  been  vaccinated  in  two  places  in  infancy. 
All  the  occupants  of  the  house  were  ordered  to  remain  strictly 
isolated  within  the  building,  and  were  all  re-vaccinated.  The  police 
were  communicated  with  in  the  hope  that  they  would  keep  watch 
upon  the  inmates. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  the  line  of  the  itineraiy  of  the 
l)atients  were  written  to. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council  was  informed  of  the 
outbreak  by  telegram. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  supplied  rations  of  food  to  the  persons 
in  quarantine. 

A  sjjecial  meeting  of  the  District  Council  was  called,  and  I 
urged  upon  the  members  present  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a 
building  for  isolatr)n  puiqjoses. 

This  necestity  I  have  called  attention  to  repeatedly,  annually, 
during  many  past  years. 

No  Isolation  Hospital  was  provided  until  after  the  lapse  of 
nearly  six  weeks.  During  this  period  4  fresh  cases  were  reported. 

2.  -24th  January,  Alice  Jeffrys,  aged  12  years,  unvaccinated. 

3. — 25th  January,  Mrs.  Jeffrys’  baby,  aged  years,  also 
un  vaccinated. 

4. — 2Gth  January,  Ha:riet  Dickenson,  aged  36  years,  vaccinated 
in  two  places  in  infancy. 

5. — 8th  February,  Rosa  Coles,  who  refused  vaccination  stren¬ 
uously,  an  adult  aged  39  years. 

I  vaccinated  two  other  children  in  the  Jeffrys’  house,  William, 
aged  9,  and  Sarah,  aged  7.  Nellie,  aged  5,  had  been  well  vaccinated, 
4  marks,  in  infancy,  and  the  mother  had  had  Small  Pox. 


lO 

I  considered  them  sufficiently  ijrotected,  none  of  these  caught 
the  disease,  althc  ugh  they  were  in  constant  contact  with  those 
infected,  and  even  lay  in  the  same  bed  with  them. 

15th  February,  so  soon  as  the  Hospital  was  completed  the  4 
inmates  of  the  lodging-house,  in  which  the  first  case  occurred,  were 
admitted. 

They  were  disinfected  by  means  of  Corrosive  Sublimate  baths, 
and  a  new  outfit  of  clothes  was  given  them. 

The  house  was  disinfected  by  means  of  scraping  the  walls, 
washing  thoroughly  the  walls  and  furniture  with  Corrosive 
Sublimate  Solution,  and  burning  the  bed-clothes,  clothing,  etc. 

These  persons  were  discharged  and  the  other  cases  admitted  on 
17tli  February,  Alice  Jeffrys,  Mrs.  Jeffrys'  bab}^  Harriet  Dickenson, 
Rosa  Coles,  and 

(j.  —Charles  Dickenson,  notified  on  14th,  said  to  have  been 
re-vaccinated  at  the  age  of  10  years,  but  who  bore  no  distinct  marks. 
An  adult,  about  40  years  of  age,  Mrs.  Jeffrys  and  her  three  other 
children  were  also  admitted,  the  mother  being  deputed  to  attend 
upon  the  patients. 

7.  —  21st  February,  Thomas  Ware,  was  notified  and  admitted  to 
Hosiutal  the  same  daJ^  He  was  29  \’ears  of  age,  and  had  been 
vaccinated  in  2  places  in  infancy. 

8.  — 28th  February.  Mr.  Morgan  Williams,  Inspector  to  the 
Council,  was  notified,  he  was  successfull}^  isolated  at  home, 

9.  — John  Connor,  an  adult,  one  of  the  Council’s  men  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothes  was  notified, 
he  was  admitted  the  29th. 

10.  — 28th,  William  Smith,  an  adult,  vaccinated  in  2  places  was 
notified  and  admitted. 

11. - 28th,  Tnomas  Gifford,  an  adult,  vaccinated  ia  2  places  vas 
notified,  he  refused  Hospital  treatment.  This  case  unfortunately 
terminated  fatally.  The  only  death  during  the  outbreak. 

12.  — Margaret  Jones,  vaccinated  in  infancy  in  5  places,  22  years 
of  age,  notified  1st  March,  admitted  2nd  March.  This  was  a  mild 
case  as  regards  the  Small  Pox,  but  Enteric  Fever  declared  itself,  and 
she  had  a  long  and  severe  illness  to  contend  with. 

13.  — Thomas  Lewis,  an  adult  employed  by  the  Council,  said  to 
have  been  re-vaccinated.  Notified  2nd  Mai'ch  and  admitted  3rd.  A 
very  mild  case. 

14. — James  Edwards,  an  adult,  notified  6th  March,  not  admitted 
to  Hospital.  A  very  mild  case, 

15.  — Jane  Thomas,  65  years  of  age,  vaccinated  in  3  places  in 
infancy,  notified  28th  March,  and  admitted  to  Hospital  the  same  day. 

16.  — Eli  Clement,  an  adult,  vaccinated  in  2  places  in  infancj", 

Emploj^ed  by  the  Couneil,  notified  31st  March,  admitted  to  Hospital 

the  same  dav. 

%/ 

17.  — Ellen  Jenkins,  aged  8,  un-vaccinated,  notified  and  admitted 
21st  AiJril 
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In  addition  to  the  above  a  ci'.se  was  admitted  from  the  County 
Asylum  in  the  Rural  District,  vaccinated  in  the  place  in  infancy, 
This  was  a  mild  case. 

With  regard  to  the  incidence  of  the  outbreak,  Elizabeth  Norton, 
the  first  case,  evidently  contracted  the  disease  at  a  lodging  house  at 
Newport. 

Mrs.  Jeffry’s  children  caught  the  infection  from  the  former  case 
during  the  time  when  tliere  was  no  Hospital  for  isolation,  and  Rosa 
Coles  was  infected  from  these  children. 

Harriet  Dickenson  was  infected  at  Cardiff,  and  Charles  Dickenson 
from  attending  on  his  wife. 

Thomas  Ware  lived  next  door  to  the  Dickensons,  and  no  doubt 
contracted  the  disease  by  communication  with  them. 

Mr.  Morgan  Williams,  Thomas  Gifford,  John  Connor  and  Eli 
Clement,  employed  by  the  Council  became  infected  whilst  at  the 
work  of  disinfection  of  houses,  etc. 

I  advised  that  all  new  men  employed  should  be  re- vaccinated 
before  taking  up  their  duties,  and  no  fresh  cases  have  occurred 
among  the  Council’s  employee’s. 

William  Smith  had  been  at  Gloucester  within  5  weeks,  and  may 
have  become  infected  through  some  article  of  clothing  brought  with 
him. 

Margaret  Jones  was  a  doubtful  case  in  the  first  instance,  and 
contracted  the  disease  during  her  long  stay  in  the  Hospital,  the  7th 
week  after  admission. 

James' Edwards  was  also  a  doubtful  case. 

Jane  Thomas  was  probably  infected  by  proximity  to  Thomas 
Giffords’s  house.  Her  daughter  was  re-vaccinated  by  me.  Admitted 
to  the  Hospital  with  her  mother  and  passed  unscathed  through  her 
period  of  residence  in  Hospital. 

I  could  arrive  at  no  conclusion  with  regard  to  Ellen  Jenkins, 
unless  she  came  in  contact  with  infected  persons  passing  through 
the  town  and  staying  at  the  unlicensed  lodging-house.  The  nurse 
denied  anj^  communication  with  the  Hospital.  The  other  6  members 
of  the  family  were  re-vaccinated,  they  camped  out  in  a  tent  in  the 
Hospital  field  for  two  days  and  nights,  while  they,  their  house,  and 
clothes  were  dis-infected,  and  on  their  return  home  were  in 
quarantine  for  18  days  under  ijolice  supervision. 

This  case  was  a  striking  instance  of  the  protection  of  vaccination 
the  disease  having  selected  the  one  unvaccinated  child  out  of  a 
household  of  seven. 

It  seems  unreasonable  that  Sanitary  Authorities  should  be  put 
to  so  much  anxiety  and  expense,  that  could  so  readily  be  avoided 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  poor  strictly  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Vaccination  Acts. 

In  regard  to  the  severity  of  the  disease  relative  to  vaccination, 
the  vaccinated  cases  were  mild  and  discrete,  particularly  the  re¬ 
vaccinated  and  the  one  vaccinated  in  5  places,  in  infancy. 
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The  un  vaccinated  were  severe  and  confluent,  and  gave  rise 
to  much  anxiety. 

The  Nurse  and  two  last  patients  left  the  Hospital  2nd  June. 
The  Hospital  and  contents  were  disinfected,  and  a 
caretaker  appointed . 

The  lessons  instilled  by  the  epidemic  in  respect  to  dealing  with 
infectious  disease  in  the  future,  in  addition  to  the  utility  of 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  as  a  preventative  of  Small  Pox,  are  : 

1.  The  necessity  of  providing  a  disinfecting  chamber  with  bath 
attached. 

2.  The  advisability  of  obtaining  a  destructor  for  destroying  un-dis- 
infectable  articles,  and  refuse. 

o.  A  properly  equipped  Ambulance. 

4.  Putting  the  law  in  force  with  respeci  to  unlicensed  Lodging- 
houses. 

5.  There  is  no  dead-house  in  connection  with  the  Hospital,  and 
we  should  have  been  placed  in  a  very  awkward  predicament 
had  death  unfortunately  occurred. 

I  attended  numerous  meetings  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
Hospital  Committee  which  was  appointed,  and  the  above  detailed 
action  was  the  result  of  advice  tendered  from  time  to  time  at 
those  meetings. 

A  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  on  14th  of  June  and  another 
on  15th. 

Both  ])ersons  had  been  in  contact  with  an  untreated  and 
unrecognised  mild  case,  taat  had  been  walking  about  unisolated 
for  three  weeks,  how  infected  I  could  not  ascertain. 

Both  adults,  one  un- vaccinated,  the  other  vaccinated  in  2  })laces 
in  infancy.  Admitted  to  Hospital.  The  rest  of  the  families  were 
vaccinated  and  disinfected.  Houses  and  clothes  disinfected,  20th 
June,  1896. 

I  think  a  further  consideration  of  these  last  three  cases  may  be 
of  value  in  respect  of  the  evidence  they  aft’ord  on  the  question  of 
the  period  of  the  beginning  of  infectivity  in  Small  Pox. 

Both  of  the  two  latter  cases  A.C.  and  C.G.  showed  the  rash  on 
the  same  day,  13th  June,  so  probably  they  were  infected  at.  or  about 
the  same  time,  from  the  unrecognised  case,  W.C.  The  girl  C.  G. 
went  for  a  walk  with  W.  C.  on  Monday,  25th  May,  called  at  his 
house  on  27th  May,  but  did  not  see  W.  C.  as  he  was  not  well,  and 
in  bed.  She  called  again  Sunday,  31st,  when  she  saw  him 
downstairs  with  the  rash  out  on  him,  her  rash  appeared  on  13th 
June. 

Now  W.C’s  brother  A.C.,  un- vaccinated,  was  living  in  the 
house  with  him,  and  slept  in  the  same  bed  until  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  his  own  illness,  so  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
“catching”  the  disease  at  the  earliest  moment  of  its  infectivitj^ 
and  this  I  infer  he  would  have  done  by  reason  of  his  suscei^tibility 
due  to  his  being  unprotected  by  vaccination.  His  rash  appeared 
13th  June  also. 


Therefore  I  infer  that  A.C.  and  C.Gr.  were  infected  the 
f^aiue  day,  viz  :  olst  May,  and  that  W.C.  was  not  infective  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  rash  on  .%th  or  olst.,  the 
day  on  which  both  the  others  saw  him. 

These  facts  appear  to  carry  the  inference  that  Small  Pox  is  not 
infective  until  the  period  of  the  appearance  of  the  rash. 

Dr.  Dawson  Williams  in  the  report  on  ‘‘Periods  of  Incubation 
and  Contagiousness  in  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  ”  to  the  Clinical 
Society,  issued  as  a  supplement  to  Vol.  xxv.  of  The  Transactions, 
says  :  “Small-pox  is  infectious  from  the  onset  of  the  initial 
symptoms." 


Details  of  Expenditure  attending  the  Small  Pox  Outbreak,  divided 
into  four  divisions,  as  under 


Establislmient 

Mainteiianc*' 

Disinfection 

(V)inpenBation 

To  this  must  he  added  Disinfector 
Shed,  kc. 


E(|nal  t(»  a  Kate  of  Is. 


£  s.  d. 

too  4  7 

240  12  10 

22  7  11 

161  17  1 

260  ;')  0 
20  ')  0 

£1,123  12  (> 

3d,  in  the  £'. 


The  Hospital  and  Disinfector  have  recently  been  taken  over  bj" 
the  Combined  Hospital  District  Committee. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


No  death  was  registered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  none  were  regis¬ 
tered  in  1895  nor  1894. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  were  K2,  as  compared  with  10  in 
1895,  and  7  in  1894. 

The  distribution  of  the  deaths  and  cases  in  the  district  as  to  the 
period  of  the  year,  and  as  to  the  locality,  will  be  seen  in  Tables  VI. 
and  VII.  On  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  notified,  the  masters 
of  schools  in  the  district  were  communicated  with  and  directed  not 
to  admit  any  members  of  the  infected  households  for  two  months. 

The  parents  were  advised  as  to  strict  isolation  for  two  months, 
and  as  to  the  disinfection  of  persons  and  clothing ;  but  such  pre¬ 
cautions  are  comparatively  useless  until  such  time  as  removal  to  an 
Isolation  Hospital  can  be  effected. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Tivo  deaths  were  registered  from  Enteric  Fever,  as  compared 
with  four  in  1895  and  three  in  1894.  Twenty-three  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  were  notified,  as  compared  with  twelve  and  three  of 
Continued  Fever  in  1895,  and  fourteen  of  Enteric  and  eight  of 
Continued  Fever  in  1894. 


The  twenty-three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  unevenly 
distributed  through  the  year  as  to  time. 

They  occurred  in  different  streets  and  in  parts  of  the  town 
considerably  apart. 

Each  invaded  house  and  premises  were  inspected,  and  all 
defects  that  could  be  detected  were  remedied. 
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Directions  were  given  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the  motions  and 
urine,  and  as  to  the  disinfection  of  soiled  clothes. 

I  regret  that  arrangements  were  not  made  for  the  habitual  use 
of  the  steam  disinfector  after  it  was  acquired. 

The  W.C.’s  and  drains  were  flushed  with  a  disinfectant. 

En(|uiries  were  made  as  to  the  water,  milk,  and  food  supplies  in 
each  case,  and  suspicion  as  to  any  of  these  was  reasonably  excluded. 

1. — Nine  of  the  23  cases  occurred  in  houses  situate  on  the  higher 

elevations  or  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  Nineteen  at  a 
distance  from  the  river. 

2.  --Eleven  cases  were  distributed  in  11  different  streets,  one  case 

only  in  each  of  the  11  streets.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Brackla 
Street,  2  in  Brook  Strest,  5  in  Nolton  Street,  and  2  in  Jenkins 
Street  ;  all  these  streets  are  at  some  distance  from  the  river 
and  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  one  at  the  Workhouse 
that  was  brought  in  from  the  Rural  District. 

3.  — Twelve  of  the  23  cases  broke  out  in  houses  where  no  obvious 

sanitary  defect  was  noticeable.  In  several  the  drains  had 
been  thoroughly  reconstructed  within  two  years.  The  other 
cases  were  associated  with  choked  diains,  untrapped  drains, 
or  dirty  surroundings,  dirty  back-yards,  &c. 

4.  — In  point  of  time,  the  distribution  of  the  cases  was  : — 3  in 

Mar@h,  1  in  April,  1  in  June,  d  in  July,  3  in  August,  5  in 
October,  5  in  November,  raid  1  in  December. 

With  regard  to  what  I  wrote  in  my  report  for  1895  as  to  the 
beneficial  effect  of  heavy  rain  and  flood,  flushing  the  drains  and 
sewers,  it  is  again  noticeable  that  after  the  flood  in  the  river  that 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  September  only  four  cases  were 
notified,  which  may  not  be  held  to  have  contracted  the  infection 
beforehand,  and  of  these  4  cases,  1  was  imported  from  the  Rural 
District,  2  were  associated  with  choked  drains,  and  1  with  choked 
W.C,,  and  having  no  flushing  cistern,  and  no  fresh-air  inlet  to  the 
drain. 

Erysipelas. 

No  death.  Five  cases  were  notified,  accompanied  with  4  in 
1895,  and  one  in  1894. 


Influenza. 

Two  deaths  attributed  to  influenza  have  been  registered,  1  in 
February,  and  1  in  July. 

Tne  disease  was  very  prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

School  Closure. 

No  ^Schools  were  closed  during  the  year. 

The  Bakehouses. 

These  were  inspected.  They  were  found  not  to  be  white-limed 
so  frequently  as  is  necessary. 

Some  Sanitary  defects  were  ascertained,  and  these  were 
remedied  shortly  afterwards. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  was,  as  usual,  satisfactory,  and  was  so 
plentiful  all  throue:h  the  long  continued  drought  of  last  summer  as 
at  other  times.  When  otiier  towns  were  on  short-allowance,  there 
vyas  no  lack  of  the  supply  at  Bridgend. 

General  Conditions 

The  general  sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  imxmoved  during  the  year. 

DWELLING  ACCOMMODATION.--67  houses,  the  greater 
number  of  them  labourer’s  dwellings,  and  supplying  a  want  which 
was  alluded  to  in  my  report  of  last  year,  have  been  built  and 
certified  fit  for  occupation  by  the  Surveyor.  Among  these  were  two 
dwelling  houses  with  shops,  one  set  of  offices  with  caretaker’s  house, 
and  a  Cottage  Hospital. 

Houses  have  been  rebuilt  or  much  improved  in  several  parts  of 
the  town,  such  as  at  Newcastle  Hill,  North  Street,  and  Maddox  Place, 
improved  cottages  taking  the  place  of  dilapidated  hovels. 

Sewers  have  been  laid  down  with  man-holes,  flushing  chambers, 
and  ventilating  shafts.  Drains  have  been  ve-constructed  and  ven¬ 
tilated,  new  w.c.’s  erected,  and  many  others  furnished  with  flushing 
cisterns,  cess-pools  have  been  filled  in,  and  many  house  drains  con¬ 
nected  with  the  sewers 

There  are  still  several  dwellings  which  should  be  closed,  and  to 
these  your  attention  has  been  often  directed,  such  as  three  cottages 
in  Noiton  Street,  some  in  Nolton  Passage,  Chapel  Street,  and  the 
Square,  Newcastle. 

I  regret  that  the  wretched  dwellings  in  the  Gvvtta  have  been 
allowed  to  be  repaired  instead  of  being  closed  ;  and  in  the  case  of 
19,  20,  and  21,  North  Street,  plans  should  have  been  required  to 
be  submitted  for  these  houses. 

Houses  which  have  justly  acquired  the  most  evil  sanitary 
history  of  any  houses  in  the  town,  houses  that  I  have  been  report¬ 
ing  against  for  ten  years  as  unfit  for  occupation,  and  houses  which 
now,  through  the  mistaken  action  of  your  Council  in  allowing  them 
to  be  rebuilt  without  plans  being  submitted  for  approval,  will,  in 
all  probability,  xjerpetuate  the  sanitary  evils  complained  of  for 
many  years. 

The  closing  of  cess-x)ools  and  the  conversion  of  x^i'i'^ies  into 
w.c.’s  connected  with  the  sewers  should  be  accelerated. 

The  time,  I  think,  has  arrived  when  the  question  of  the 
increase  of  the  area  of  this  Urban  District  should  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Houses  are  built,  and  x^i'obably  others  will  soon  be  built  in 
.several  directions,  outside  the  x>i‘esent  boundary. 

No  building  bye-laws  are  in  operation  in  regard  to  these 
houses,  and  serious  sanitary  defects  are  liable  to  arise  in  conse- 
<iuence  of  the  absence  of  sux^er vision. 

There  are  a  few  things  adverted  to  in  the  last  report  of  the 
County  Medical  OfiScer  requiring  your  attention,  viz,,  that  the 
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rooms  in  tlie  Common  Lodging-houses  should  be  measured,  and  tlie 
number  of  lodgers  alotted  in  facli  instance,  and  notices  printed  to 
such  effect ;  that  the  situation  of  Pwllyberllan  refuse  tip  is  too  near 
dwellings  and  the  railway  station,  and  inimical  to  the  health  of 
those  who  dwell  or  work  in  its  neighbourhood  :  that  regulations 
should  be  framed  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order  ;  that  B3’e-laws  under  Sec.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  as  to 

(o)— The  keeping  of  water  closets  supplied  with  sufficient  water 
for  flushing. 

(h) — The  paving  of  ^uirds  and  open  spaces,  in  connection  with 
dwellings  should  be  adopted  ;  and  that  a  Joint  Sewerage 
Scheme  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  on  the  Sandhills  should  he 
hurried  on  as  rapidly'  as  possible. 

Permanent  Improvements. 

SEWERS — Caepenydre  Estate,  viz..  Grove  Road  and  Dack-roads  : 
—  Two  sewers  from  Ewenny  Road  to  Merth.yrmawr  Road,  one  9 
inch  and  one  12  inch,  with  5  man-holes  and  4  flushing  chambers, 
five  6  inch  ventilating  shafts,  and  tvo  4  inch.-— West  end  of  South 
Street  and  St.  Marie  Street  and  North  side  of  South  Street  : — Nine 
inch  and  G  inch  sewer  laid,  2  man  holes,  1  flushing  chamber,  and  one 
G  inch  and  two  4  inch  ventilators.— Lane  behind  “  Railwaj^  Inn  *'  : 
Sewer  re-constructed,  1  man-hole,  and  1  flushing  chamber,  and  one 
4  inch  ventilating  shaft. 

NEW  ROADS  MADE.— -Caedre  Street  and  back  lanes,  back 
lanes  at  Ewennj"  Road,  lane  behind  •*  Railwaj"  Inn.'’ 

Private  Improvements. 

Four  new  W,C.'s  erected.  41  W.C.’s  furnished  with  flushing 
cisterns,  32  cess-pools  filled  in,  G3  house  drains  connected  to  sewer. 

Requirements. 

1. — A  sj^stem  of  Sewerage. 

2. -- -Brook  Street  and  Road  behind  Coit^^  Road  to  be  properlv 
made. 

3. — Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshoi)S 
Order,  and  Bye-laws  under  Sec.  23  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment.  i890.  as  to  the  proper  flushing  of  W.C.’s,  and  the 
l)aving  of  back-yards,  courts,  (fee. 

4. — The  discontinuance  of  tiiJping  refuse  at  Pwllyberllan. 

5.  — The  closure  of  dilapidated  dwellings  named  previoush’. 

G. — A  hot-air  destructor,  and  covered  iron  buckets  for  the 
removal  of  infected  excreta. 

The  Isolation  Hosintal,  I  infer,  will  shortly  be  erected  for  the 
Combined  Hospital  District,  with,  I  trust,  satisfactory  results  in  the 
diminution  of  infectious  disease. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  j’ours  faithfullj”, 

WYNDHAM  RANDALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


hridgend,  3nl  April,  ls97. 


17 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


Sukveyor’s  Office, 

Bridgend. 

To  the  Bridgend  Lrban  District  CofmciL 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  iny  Fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Works  executed  under  your  authority  during 
the  past  year,  ending  December,  1896. 

New  Houses. 

Sixty-seven  new  houses  have  been  certified  fit  for  habitation.  1 
have  on  former  occasions  drawn  attention  to  the  scarcity  of 
dwellings  for  the  working  classes,  but  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
cottages  are  now  being  erected  suitable  for  this  class. 

Slaui^hter  Houses. 

The  structural  conditions  of  the  slaughter  houses  are  far  from 
being  satisfactory,  otherwise  they  are  kept  fairly  clean. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

An  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  broke  out  in  January  and  continued 
until  August.  Twenty  one  cases  were  notified.  A  temporary 
Hospital  was  erected  and  opened  on  the  15th  February,  and  16  cases 
were  dealt  with  there.  Twenty  two  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 
were  destroyed  and  compensation  paid. 

Three  lots  were  disinfected  by  “  Alliott  and  Pa  ton’s  Improved 
Washington  Lyon’s  Dry  Air  and  Steam  Disinfector.”  This  disin¬ 
fection  was  (j[uite  apart  from  that  requii’ed  for  the  patients  at  the 
Hospital. 

Thirty  rooms  were  disinfected  with  a  solution  composed  of 
perchloride  of  mercury  and  stoved  with  sulphur.  The  drains  were 
thoroughly  flushed  and  disinfected  in  each  case  with  a  strong 
solution  of  Carbolic  and  Sulphuric  Acid. 

In  no  instance  was  there  a  second  outbreak  of  the  epidemic  in 
houses  which  had  been  disinfected. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  disinfectants  have  been 
supplied  gratuitously. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  vessels  and 
premises  found  to  be  in  a  cleanly  state. 

In  my  former  report  I  drew  the  Councirs  atteation  to  the  mode 
of  depositing  the  contents  of  the  cesspool  upon  pasture  land,  which 
is  grazed  by  milking  cows  ;  this  has  to  a  great  extent  been  remedied 
by  constructing  sewers  and  thus  removing  the  necessity  for 
cesspools. 

Action  taken  for  the  Abatement  of 

Nuisances,  &c. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  were  157. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  notices  served 

13  Preliminary  Notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

29  Legal  Notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

12  Legal  Notices  for  the  provision  of  efficient  Water  Closets. 

11  Legal  Notices  for  the  provision  of  New  Drains. 

6  Legal  Notices  under  th»  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  ’90. 

27  Defective  Hou.se  Drains  were  cleared  from  obstruction  and 
repaired. 

9  Defective  House  Drains  re-constructed. 

33  New  Drains  have  been  provided. 

35  Drains  provided  with  intercepting  traps. 

14  Unventilated  Drains  ventilated  with  4  inch  shafts. 

38  Drains  jn'ovided  with  Fresh  Air  Inlets. 

8  Rain  water  pipes  and  sinks  disconnected  from  drains  and 
allowed  to  discharge  over  trapped  gullies. 

32  Defective  Traps  removed  and  replaced  with  stoneware 
gully  traps. 

39  Defective  W.C.  pans  removed  and  replaced  with  new. 

41  W.C’s.  provided  with  flushing  cisterns,  and  water  laid  on. 

4  New  W.C’s.  have  been  erected. 

32  Cesspools  have  been  filled  in. 

G3  House  Drains  have  been  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

5  Back  Yards  have  been  paved. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

The  roof  of  No.  5  and  6  The  Graig  have  been  repaired,  and  19,. 
20,  and  21,  Norih  Street  rebuilt,  and  although  this  is  an  improve- 
n)ent  upon  the  old  houses,  still  it  is  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
the  open  space  at  the  back  and  front  being  far  too  small. 

Sewers  and  New  Streets. 

The  following  sewer  have  been  laid,  manholes  x>rovided,  and 
new  streets  made. 
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Cak-pen-y-drk  Estate,  viz. ,  Grove  Road  and  back  roads,  a  length 
of  1,290  feet  of  12-inch  pipe  sewer,  a  length  of  934  feet  of  9-inch  pipe 
sewer,  a  length  of  275  feet  of  6-inch  pipe  sewer,  with  5  manholes, 
3  lampholes,  4  flushing  chambers,  five  6-inch  ventilating  shafts,  and 
two  4-inch  shafts. 

The  back  lanes  at  the  east  end  of  this  estate  have  been  made, 
also  the  carriageway  of  Grove  Road. 

The  drains  of  all  the  houses  on  the  estate  are  now  connected 
to  the  sewer. 

South  and  St.  Marie  Streets. — A  length  of  210  feet  of  9-inch 
pipe  sewer,  a  length  of  503  feet  of  6-inch  pipe  sewer,  with  2 
manholes,  1  lamphole,  1  flushing  chamber,  one  6-inch  ventilating 
shaft,  and  two  4-inch  shafts. 

Lane  at  Back  of  Railway  Inn. — A  length  of  81  feet  9-inch 
pipe  sewer,  a  length  of  136  feet  6  inch  pipe  sewer  with  1  manhole, 
1  flushing  chamber,  one  4-inch  ventilating  shaft,  and  the  road 
properly  constructed. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  call  the  Councirs  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  extending  the  sewers  to  the  Catholic  Schools  in 
Ewenny  Road,  and  to  Coy  church  Road,  also  the  provision  of  a 
sewer  for  the  sewerage  of  Green  and  Brook  Streets,  and  the 
provision  of  some  scheme  for  dealing  effectually  with  House  Refuse. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  WILLIAMS, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector 
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